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1 Sam. 12. "24, 25- 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him wn truth with all your 
beart + for conſider how great things be Þath dane for 


”— Sutif ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed bath 


Fas for Og 


98 T hath been well obſerved by ſome; 

LS that thoſe who. look' ar a' diſtance 
2 upon. humane affairs are apt t0 
think that the good or bad ſucceſs 
of. them depends wholly upon the 


TITKIQU | | | | | 
_ i{dorn and Conduct of thoſe who managethemy 


others who look nearer into them and diltern 
the .many intervening and unforeſeen accidents 
which often alter and diſappoint the Counſels of 
| men, are ready to attzjbuite the events of things 
-* Father tro. Chance than Wildom : Hut thoſe who 
haye made thedeepeſt (earch and the Rtriteſt en- 
_—_ F< — — : oY - "Tp 7) "quiry, 
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A Faſt-Sermonpzeached Nov.:;. 
quiry have moſt firmly believed a DivineProvi- 


ence which over-rules all the Counſels and Af- 
fairs of men; and ſometimes blaſts the moſt pro- 


| bable defigns, ſometimes proſpers the moſt un- 


Prov. 19. 
I2, 


likely attempts, to let us ſeethat though there be 
many divices in mens hearts , yet the Counſel of the Lard 
that ſhall ſtand. We live in an age not over 
prone to admire and take notice of any remarka- 
ble inſtances of Divine Providence either in our 
preſervation from dangers or deliverances out of 
them ; for ſo great is the ſecurity of ſome men 
that they are unwilling to apprehend any danger 
till they fall into it, and if they c{cape will hargd- 


ly believe they were ever init; andſuch is the 


concernment of others to baffle all evidences of 


truth wherein their own guilt is involved, "that 


they all agree in robbing God ofthe honour of 
his Mercy , and our ſelves of the comfart of his 
Prote&tion. Burt blefled be that God who harh 
hitherto defeated all the fecret, and ſubtile, and 
cruel deſigns of his and our Churches enemigs, 
and hath given us the liberty and opportuni- 
ty of this day to meet together to" implore the 
centinuance of his favour 'and mercy towards ts 
in the preſervation of His Majeſties perſon; for in 


| praying for him we pray for ourſelves, fince'our 
own welfare doth ſomuch depend upon His.” : 


When We took back upon the Hiftory-of 'this 


 Churchever fince the Reformation of it, we may ob- 


ſerve 


ou Br 


x SOLLE I GCOOTNLLTTLDVEES 2 

ſerve ſuch a wonderful ſeries ot Divine Providence 
going along with it, that we havethe leſs reaſon 
to be diſcouraged with preſent difficulties or 
diſheartnod with the fears of future dangers. 
What ftruglings did it meet with in the Birth ? 
And although it were therein like Jacob who took hold 
of the beel of bis Brother and at laſt obtained the bleſſing ; 
yer the Romiſh patry got the ſtart like Eſau , and 
came forth all red and hairy , full of blood and cru- 
elty ; and the old Dragon caſt, out of his muuth a_ Flood 
of Fire to deſtroMur Church before it could attain 
to its full growth and maturity. Bur afcer it not 
only ſurvived theſe flames, but enjoyed a firm 
eſtabliſhment under. the care and condu& of a 
wiſe and cautious Government, what reſtleſs en- 
deavours, what ſecret plots, what horrid con(pi- 
racies, what foxcign attempts, what domeſtick 
rreaſons were carried on during the Reign of 

een Elizabeth? And yer, which is very conſide- 

le, while ſheo wo and heartily ownedrhe 
Proteſtant Cauſe, it pleaſed God to deliver her gur 
of all her dangers, and to give her a long and a 
proſperous Reign, when two of -her Neighbour 
Princes were aflaſinated for not being zealous 
enough.in the Popiſh Cauſe chough they profeſſedzs 
ownand maintainit. And it is bur a very little 
time ſigce'you- met together in this place to ge- 
lebrate the. memory of a mighty deljveragce 


which-Both King and Kiygdon , and together with 


$908 C* B-2 (3. 2027234 rhegm 
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Gen. 25; 
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'--ofa Nations Prolperiry RAY Ruine, 
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them our Church. received from. that never to be 
forgotten. conſpiracy of the Gunpapder, Treaſon in 
her Succeſlors Reign... May wene thentake up 
St. Pauls argument, and ſay, .#Who bath delivered us - 


2 Cor.1. from-{0 great-death.,.. as doth dr F7 whom we truſt 


that he-will yet- deliver ug.?... . 

- | Eſpecially.if we do not, fail. in ks Socfoertanch 
of that duty. which God, expects from. us in order 
+0 0ur own preſervation, which is delivered by Sa- 
#mel to the People of Jrael , rhe words of: the 
Tex. + - 

Only fear the Lard,and ſerve biw/f truth: with all 


your beart, for troy ons things. be bathi doue fo 
Jon. -- 


'*. But if they- would not. kearkec. ro his oo 
Counſel, but-go on in their, fins," he tells them 


whas the fatal conſequence would be z'- nor ro 
-thermſelves only; but co,their King top, - ---- 


— 


But if ye ſÞ4ll fill do wickedly, ye ſha ON 


< _ ye and your King: | 


* Which advice will appear ro dſeive our ſeri- 
--ous conſideration this day , if we either Fegard 
«(1 ) The Perſon who gave it (2+) The: Occafion 


« of giving t. (3.) The matter contained-in i. 


-- 4. The Perſon who'gave-this Counſel-ro the 


"People, Samuel ; a Perſon of great Wiſdom, and 


long: experience m am Yevmmar and therefore 
very abler64udge cancerning;r DE PRge -cauſes 
e Pcople 

had 


'vefwe te of Eeminons, 


had enjoyed a long arid uninterrupted tranquillity 
while they followed his direQtions. They had 
befoxe been milerably haralſed by the inrdads of 
the Thiliflins, dilcomfred-in Fveral battels , aid 
atlaft the 4rk of Gad it, ſelf caken by their enemies 


ad cheir Ecaders deſtroyed, at which lad. news 


El; who had judged Hrael forty years fell backwards and 
fo ended his. dayes: while they were under the 


ſenſe of an es mileries, Samnet puts them 
.zaco the mo 


opeful wy. for their deliyerance, 
which; was by a Reformation -of Religion' amorig 
them, by returning to the Lord with all their hearts, and 


putting away'their ſtrange Gods, ant preparing their hearts 


unto the;Lard and ſerving bim only,; ind then, ſaith he, 


he will deliver you out of thz hands of the Phi'iſtins. The 
miſetiestheytelt andthe dangers they feared made 


theta vwn the trugReligion With more chan uſual 


,Fourage-: Then: the { bildren .of / rael aid pit away 
; Baazm.and Ataroth, and ſerved the Lord-only. Bur 
 belides this, Samael appoints a publick. and fo- 


lemn Faſt df all I{rael at Mizpeb:;- And Samuil fad , 


- Gatber' all Iſrachto Mizpeh , and Luxll pray: for you-unto 


the Lord ' Aud. they: gathered: together To Mizpth and 


 . drew water and- poured it out before the Lord, andfaſted on 


/-, that day, aud ad there We have ſintied, ag amnſt the Lard. 


; Miapeb, aCity,in.the confines of pudab-and Ben 
- jamin, as Maſs and others obſerve, was the'place 
where the States of 1ſratl were wont to be lem: 

- :bled.rogether upon any gtear and important any 
ve 1: Ps. ſion, 


5 


V. 4+ 


V. 5. 
V. 6. 


To. 13. 
, 2 


6 


Druſ. in 
20, 


2 Samy. 


A Faſt- Sermon p2eached Nov. iz; 
ſion ; where there was*a place on purpoſe for 
them to meet in, and an Mtar, and Houſe of Prayer 
for the publick Worſhip of God: and therefore ir 
is ſaid, Judg. 20. 1. The Childrex of Iſrael gathered 
together from one end of the Land to the other, unto the 
Lord in Mizpeh ; and chere the chief of all the Tribes of 
Iſrael preſented theme elves in the Aſſembly of the People of 
God. And therefore Samuel chooſeth this as the 
firreſt place for them to faſt and pray, and: confeſs 
their Fs in, andto impJore the Mercy of God to 
che Nation. We do not read in Scripture of any 
more publick and ſolemn Faſt of the People of 
Iſrael kept with greater gns of true humiliation 
than this at Mizpeh was; for the pouring ot of was 


ter was uſed among them either to repreſent their 
God: 


own deſperate condition without Gods help, that 
they were as water ſpilt upon the - or the great- 
neſs of their ſorrow for their ns, and the floods of 
tears, which they ſhed for them. And to ler 
mankind ſce what influence a General and ſeri- 
ous Faſting and Humiliation hath upon the wel- 
fare of a Nation, we find from the day of this 
Faſt at Mizpehb the affairs of 1ſrael began to turn for 
the berrer For the m—_— thought they had 
an advantage againſt the” Iſraelites by this general 
meeting, and hoped ro ſurprizerhem while th 

kept their Faſt in Mizpeh; and made ſuch an in- 
curſion uponthem , as put them into a great con= 
Rerakiioh, and they came trembling to Samnel, 


F 


. 


befoze the Houſe of Commons, 


praying him that he would not ceaſe to cry unto 
the Lord their God for them, that he would ſave them ont 
of the hand of the Philiſtins. Samuel prayes, the Lord 
hears, Iſrael marches out of Mizpeb, purſues the Phi- 
liſtins and ſmites them; and Samuel ſers up a ſtone 
of remembrance, and calls it Eben-Ezer, yan Hh 
therto bath the Lord helped us. Yea from hence for- 
ward did (Tod help them, for it follows, ſo the Phi- 
liſtins were ſubdued, and they came no more into the ( 

of Iſrael ; and the hand of the Lord was againſt the' Phx: 
liſtins all the dayes of Samuel. Never any People had 
greater reaſon to be pleaſed with a Governour 
than they had with Samuel; who managed their at- 
fairs with fo much wiſdom and piety, with (o 
much faithfulneſs and integrity, with ſo much 
courage and conſtancy , with ſo much care and 
induſtry , wifi ſo much ſucceſs and proſpe- 
rity. Bur people are apt to ſurfeir upon too much 


cafe and plenty, andto grow wanton with abun- ' 


dance of peace; they beganto be. weary-of Sa- 


muels Government, and ſecretly ro with for a 


change. And when mens difconcentsgrow: ripe, 
there ſeldom wants a plauſible occaſion 1o vent 
them : Samuel was grown old and could norgo abour 
rom year to year in circuit to Bethel, and ole and 
þ,-$ he was wont to _ _— fixed at bis 

We in Ramah , #nd" placed his in Beerſbaba , 

wo not following Aroriroy win ens. 2. 


accuſed of male-adminiſtrarion ; and nothing. ,, 


would 


7 
v. 8. 


V. 9. 
V. Il, 
V. 12, 


V. 13s 


V. 16. 


1 SanL8... 
$$ =" 
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would now (atisfiethe diſcontented Elders of Iſrael, 

but. Samuel himielf mult be diſcharged. of his Go- 

vernment: . For hy gathered th emſelves” fogether and 
v.4, Camet%:Samurl in Ramab ; and Jaid to brm, Behold than 
.  Þart old, and thy $ons walk not ,jn thy ways , this was 
their-prerence, -but-rheir delign was.to alter the 
Government. Their plency, and proſpericy had 
made:them fond-of the Wmp and Grandeur of their 
neighbour Nations, and,whareyer: it coſt them, 
they werereſolyed.to havea Kite, ta judge , them bike 
From's. - all the -Nations. .. Samuel tells, them, what, inconvc- 
bad —_—_—_— that more abſolute Farm of Goyrrument of the 
Joſe 4;. neighbour Nations OG 2008 #m9PS ſn as 


V."$- 


l. 6. C44 Foſeplns ſhews; Allhis Sniked 

19-2: forat is ſaid; an Mem on 
| voice of Sanuk ond Jad;Nn hors | cel nt 
#5; that we alſo may be like; all the ugh was not the 
'\Moenarchical-way of Goverame As lo diſ- 
- pleaſing 4a: God or: Sane! ;- Fort r ppFnnent 
was of that Form already, "God. himſelf 


ch. 12.5 Kingy and appointing ſpch Vicegs; ” *J 
meet areuper him « g. 
IweredSamuelyThey havanot rejatbed Tor ey have 

5.7.  reptctedme;: that 1 ſhould plug hh bt As 

+ rhoughi Kingly. Gavermmenc, ,were , incor mb 
wkh:iGods. onrges.ry © ;qycr. his, peo % 
ls him Kungs Reign; and th ey are bis.Min: 
00d, and that Governracat.is;the. It ag 
- tohis'own ; ; andthe primigiyg, 1 iTutic 


REY bs 


which ke delivers u the Gy 
of thier Koig , (1.) With a great proceſtarranof 


defoze the Honteof Coinmons; 
vernment among men. . But wherein then lay 
this greart fin of the Iſraelites nn asking a King , when ver. 
Crod himlelf had provided by his Law that they 1744 
ſhould have a King when they were ſetled in their 
own Land? And yet we find the Iſraelites ar laſt 
conieſs, We have added unto all our fins this evil to ask 
us a King. Their great fault was, that they were 
ſo imperyous and violent in theft deſires, -thar 
they would not wait for Samuels deceaſe whom 
God had raiſed up among them, and whoſe Go- 
vernment had bead ſs reat a bleſſing rothem; 
and therefore Gad tooked on it as 4 rejeftmg him more 
than Samuel, ſince he had appointed him , and they 
hadno reaſon tolay him afide for his Sons faylts, 
bur they made uſe of that only 'as a coloyr for theit 
awn ſelf-wilted humour and affearion of being 
like to other Natiow. However God commands 8. 5. 
Samuel to yield tochem ,” and he appoints another 
meeting at Mizpeb for this pyrpole ; Where the 10. 154 
Perſon was choſen by lot, and af his ſalemn in-' 
auguratiqn at Gilyal, Samuel makes thar ſpeech un- 31. 153 
toll Frael contained inthis 12th Chapter; where- - 
of the words of the Text arethe concluſion; which | 
make.theſe words the more conſiderable, - 
*-2.' In regard of the Occaſion of ; being 
delivered by Samuel ar ſo great 2 folemairy in 


6 


12. I 9. 


mimgnt into che hands... -- 


«+ Ts: Pc” 
% 


b 24: 
- Y2.Þ 


wwninttgrity, with an appeal to their 
\ : C {cicaces 


'D 


"ow / 


30, AFaſt-Sermonpreached Nov. 13; 


4 * ſciences concerning it, and they freely-give a 
large teſtimony of ir. (2 ) He upbraids them 
with their ingratitude towards Ged time aker 
time ; thatthey were never contented or pleaſed 
From v. with his Laws or the Governours he raiſed up 
©1914: amongſt them ; and now at laſt upon a ſudden 
fright concerning Nabaſh the King of Ammon,the 
were tel olvedghey would have a Ke, and pelold 
faich he,rh? Lerd hath ſet a King over you.(3- .)Notwith- 
ſtanding their ſin in ſo unſealonable a demand, yer 
herells them they might be happy unger his Go- 
vement if they did fincerelyWarbto their eſtabliſh- 
.. ed Religion and obey the Laws of God. This he delivers, 
© (1) More Goterall , verl. 14,15. If ye will fear the 
- Lord and ſerve him , and obey his cogice ; and not rebel 
"againſt the Commaiidment of the Lord, then (hall both ye ze 
and alſo the King that reigneth over 3ou, continue follows 
gt the Lord your God; i.e. frod will protect and de- 
” But if 4 f you mill nat obey the -Voyce of the 
. Lord 4 rebel againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then 
ofÞall the band 154 Lordibe againſt You, as it was againſt 
: your Fathers, Butthis being a marter of the greateſt 
% conſequence to them, whereonthe welfare of the 
Nation did depend, he delivers it, «4s 
(2.) More Hogs Phatically, freer the SED, 
*Rain had afftighrned 2nd fofined their hearts; p and 
v.18,19. they cane Maki to Samuel and confeſling their 
|- %aorefitire Kink then he counſels them ear. z if 
Ds kg kts foIdac God ; and for his ge 99 


befoze theHouſeof Coinions, 71 
they had dilobliged him, he would not only con- ': 23: 
rigue to pray far them, but givethem the beſt ad- * 
vice and diretiorſs he could : But I will teach you the 
good and the right way. And then theſe words imme- 
diately follow, Only fear the Lord and ſerve him in 
truth with all your beart, &c. | 
3. Theſe words are moſt conſiderable for the + +» 
Matter contained 1inthem ; which lies in theſe three 
particulars. | 
(1.) The influence which countenance in fin 
hath upon a Kingdoms ruine : bat if ze ſhall ſtil dy 
wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye "and your King, 
(s ) The beſt means for the welfare and preſer-' 
vation of it, viz, maintaining and vradtiſing the 
true Religion ; Only fear the Lord and ſerve bim*in truth 
with all your beart. = . ? 
; (3-) The great argument and encouragement 
here given for the doingft ; for conſider how greaf 
things he bath done for you. 
The firſt of theſe will be the main ſubje& of may 
pxeſent Diſcourſe, viz, The mfluencewhich continu- 
ance in fin hath upon a Kingdoms rume. If we believe 
Moſes and the Prophets,we cannot queſtion the truth 
of this concerning the People of Iſrael ; for this is the _ -. 
 mainſcope and delighoftheir dodrine. Moſes afſu- >»: '.: 
redthem, thatall the ſtrength,and force,and com- 
bination of their enemiesſhould dothem no: pre- 
1 judicggs long as they obeyed the Laws of God; but Lev. 26. 
if-they would not do his Commandments, ' bur? o 
| C2 deſpiſe meveahy 


V. 15. 


A Fali-Serndirperached: Nor, 33: 
deſpiſe his Statates and abhot his Judgentents, all 


+ the care and policy they could ulg would not be 


Y. 16. 


V-al7- 


Y. 18, 


Dcut, 


28. 20. 


Iſa. Wo 
19, 20. 


able to keep oft the moſt dilmal jndgemenrs which 
ever befel a Nation, I will 'even appoint over you terror, 
conſumption and the burning Ague ; ' that ſhall conſume the 
eyes andfeauſe ſorrow of beart ,” and y# ſhat! ſow your ſeed 


in ain; for your enemits ſhall eat it. And I will [et my * 


ace againſt you, ani you ſhall be flain before your enemigs : 
F , you fall Lev 1-4 Je ſÞall flee 
when none purſueth you. And if you will not for all this 
hearkenunto me, - then will I. puniſ} you feven times more 
for youth ſms, lo he proceedstethe endof the (bapter, 
{till rifog higherand higher according tothe great- 
neſs of their provocations, And to the fame pur- 
pole he ſpeaks throughourDeut.28 qromaley grear 
Bleſsngs to their Nation upon obedience,and hor- 
rible Curſes, fuch as would make ones cars tingleto 


hear them,upon their rebratorineths and diſobedi- 


ence,T he Lord ſhall ſendthee cw fi:g,vexation and rebnke,, 


in all-that than fetteſt thine bawd wte for ta do; vortil thou be 


ojed , aud wntal -chou periſh. quickly , becdiſe of the 
ek af. thy doings, whereby thew baſt forſaken ne. 


To the. ſame purpole all the Prophets ipeak, only. 


applying this general dorine to the circumitan- 
ces of their own times, If yt be willing and obedient, 
faith 1ſatab,ye ſpalleat thr good of the Land ; but if ye re» 


fuſe andrebel.ye ſpall be de wh the fword,che month. 
of the Lord bath {poken it. When the Prophet Jagmiah. * 


law dreadful calamities coming upoh nzprople, 
de & G 


defoze the Houle of Commons, zY 


he cryes out, Thy way and thy doiugs have procured theſe J*-415 
| thin#s urto thee, this is thy wickedneſs becauſe it is bitter, 
| _ becauſe it reachtth unto thine heart. Fagkiel tells them 
| there was no hopero eſcape being deſtroyed, bur 
by ſpeedy and fincere Repencance, Repent ard trrn Ezck. 
your ſelyes Fon all your tranſgreſSimns , Jo iniquity ſhall 15: 30- 
not be your Riine, EF reÞ 

Bur here a material queſtion may be asked , 
whether this connexion berween their doing wicked- 

h and being conſumed were noc by vertue of that Po- 
lrical (Covenant berween Cod and the people of 
91 which was peculiar tothtmſelves? and how 

ar it may be juſt and reaſonable toargue concern- 
ing the cafe of other Nations, wich whom God hath 
entered into no ſuch (ovenant, as he did with them? 

To make this clear, and to bing ir nearer to 
our oxn caſe, ſhall proceed inthis'method. 

1. To fhew, that God doth exerciſe a particular 
providence wich reſpe& to the ſtate and caudition of 
Kingdoms and Nations. . ES: 

2. That according to the uſual method of Providence 
their condition is betres or worſe as the People are. . 

3- Thar there are ſome circumſtmices of tioning, 
winch do very much portend and haſten a Pegples | 
'  ruine, =, | 
1. That God doth exerciſe a particular providence 
| - With a reſpeto the fate and conduion. of Nations, 

# £.25 they are united into feveral and diſtin bo- 
dies, Which are Capable as ſuch of being happy 


Or 


_ — 
\ 


14 - A Faſt-Sermon pxeached Nov. 13: 
or miſerable. For ſince mankinds entring into: 
ſociety is both neceſlazy and advancageous to them ; 
| and God doth not barely permit and approve, bur | 
diſpoſe and incline men to it ; and hathgiven them 
Laws to govern themſelves by, with ied tO ſ0- | 
ciety ; itis but.reaſonable roſ{uppoſe that God ſhould 
ca)l men to an account in that capacity ; and*to 
diſtribute rewards and puniſhments according to 
the nature of their a&tions : which muſteither be 
done in this world, or it cannot be done at all ; for: 
all thoſe bonds are diſſolved by death, and men 
ſhall not anſwer fgr their fins by Kingdoms and 
Nations in another world , . but every man ſþ.ll 
' give account of himſelf unto God. Either .there- -. }J, 
fore thoſe ſocieties as ſuch ſhall go wholly unpu- 
niſhed, orthey muſt ſyffter according to them in 
this world ; and*therefore here the calc is very dif- 
ferent from that of particular Perſons. - We (ay, 
and with agreat Jealof Reaſon, that it is no diſ- 
paragement to the Juſtice of Gods Providence for 
good men to ſuffer, or for wicked men to eſcape 
puniſhment in*this Life , becauſe the. great day 
of recompence isto come, wherein there will be 
a Revelation of the Righteous judgement of God : But 
chat will not hold asto Nations, who ſhall nor 
{uffer in communities then as they have ſinned 
here: and therefore it is more reaſonable ro ſup- 
pole the rewards and puniſhments of-ſuch ſhall 
be inthis life according to the meaſure and pro- 
ls bas portion 
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portion of their ſins. And of this we have ſufh- 
cient evidence in Scripture, upon theſe accounts. 

| (1) Becauſe it charges guilt upon Nations as 
}_ wellas upon particular Perſons. As in the caſe of 
wncertain murder, If one be found ſlain in the Land which 
the Lord thy*God giveth thee to wr it, lying in the field, 
and it be not known who hath ſlain kim : the Elders of 
the next City were not only to proteſt their own m- 
nocency ; but to ule this prayer, Be-merciful 0 Lord, 
unto thy people 1ſrael, whom thou haſt redeemed, and lay 
nit innocent blood unto thy people of Ifraets charge. \ And 


the blood ſhall be forgiven them , ſo ſhalt thaw put away 


the guilt of innocent blood from among you, Here we ſee 


5 


Deut. 
Is. i 


V. 7. 


V. 8. 


V. 9s 


che guilt of 'innocent blood goes farther than the - 


»- bare ſhedders of it, it lyes upon the Nation till i 
#*be expiated ; and the Jeyys fy the ſoul ofa per- 
ſon innocently murdered hovers up and downthe 
Earth crying for vengence, till the guilty perfons 
be found out and puniſhed , and then it afcengs 
above ta its place of reſt, The guilt of innocent 

/. blood is-indeed a crying fin, it cryesJoud unto 
Heaven for vengeance, and nothing ſtops its voice 
but the.execution- of it. And where that is nor 
-done, itteaves @ guilt upon the Land; for Go hitnſctt 
hath:[aid ic,” Blood (#fileth the Land; and th# land cans 
not be cleanſed of the blood that is [hed therth1, but by the 
-blagd of bim that ſhedit;: his tn we fee, is of fiich 
'a. malignant; naturethatitinftts-theLandwwhere 
lie idcotnmined; andiyeswpon irell itbe expiared. 
RTE Hy: Bur 
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But there are other fins which contract a National 
ovile, when the Autbority of a Nation,either gives ro0 
much countenance and encouragement tothe pra- 
ice of them, vor docs not rake that care it ought 
rodoto ſuppreſs and puniſh them. When men 
daily and infolently break the Laws of God, and 
bid.asit were defiance both tro them and to the 
Laws of men ;, when wickednels ſpreads like a 
leprofie, and infects the whole body ; when vices 
become fo notoriousthat they are a reproach and 
2 by-word ro Neighbour Nations ; theſe are the 


. Hgns and rokens of National guilt. 


(2,) Becauſe the Scripture rells us vf a certain 


x Meaſure to which the fins of a Nation do rife be- 


farce they are ripe fot puniſhment. This was the 


reaſqn given why Abrahams Children muſt ſtay toe 
- the fourth Generation before they come to the poſ.- 
ſc&on of the promiſed Land, for the iniquity of the 


fmarites_ is ot yet full Where its plain that Gad 
doth conſider Nations as diſtia&t bodies, the mea- 
ſure of whoſe ſins is taken akex another manner 
than that of particular perſons; but when once 
that meaſure 15 compheareg, ruine and deſtruction 
is unaYoidable ; ox at leaſt,lome figoal and extras 


ordinary judgements falling upon them as the pu- | 
nifſhmenc» ot their iniquities, Men may ask wh 
the (anaanites ip JoſÞua's time were dealt with ſo 


ſevercly, that noching bur rey cxtirpation would 


ſarisfic the Juſtice of God-ogainſ them? Bur God 


prevents 


. 


th 


ad 


lt 


befoze the Houſe of Commons, 
prevents that objeion, by letting Abraham know 
how much patience and long-ſuffering he uted 
cowards them ; waiting till the fourth Generation; 


and whett their iniquities ſtill increaſed, and every 
Age added to the Guilt of the foregoing, the bur- 


17 


den grew too heavy for them to bear it any longer, 


and therefore they muſt fink under the weight of 
it. So our Saviour faith to the Jews in his time, Fill 


| ye up then the meaſure of your Fathers. Nor as though 


God did puniſh any Age beyond the deſerts of its 
own fins; but when the meaſure of their fins is 
filled up, God doth no longer forbear. to puniſh 
them; and that ſeldom happens, but when the ſins 
of thattime do exceed has of the foregoing Ge- 
nerations ; as it” was in the caſe of the Jews when 


+ theirCity andTemple were deſtroyed. 


(3-) Becauſe it attributes the great Revolutions 
of Government to a particular Providence of God, God 
is the Judge, or the Told Arbitratour of the af+ 
fairs ofthe world, he pulleth down one © and ſetteth up 
another. Which holds with reſpe&ro Nations as 
well as particular perſons. Which doth not 
found any right of Dominion, ( as ſome fancied 
till the argument from Providence was returned 
with greater force upon themſelves ) bur it ſhews 


'thar when God pleaſes ro make uſe of Perſons or 
'Nations' as the Scourges in his handto puniſh a People 
'with, he gives them ſucceſs above their hopes or 
expeRations, bur that ſncceſs gives them no right. 


And 


Math. 
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And of this the P/almiſt ſpeaks when he adds, For in 
the hand of the Lord there is a Cup and the Wine is red : 
it is full of mixture, and be poureth out of the ſame ; but 
the dregs thereof all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them 
out and drink them. Ttis called by 1{aiah, the Cup of 
Fury, and the Cup of Trembling, which God gives to 
Nations deſtined to ruine : which makes them like 
, w_ . 
people intoxicated and deprived of that apprehen- 
tion of danger, of that judgement and conſiderati- 
on to prevent it, which at other times they have. 
When a Nation is near ſome dreadful calamity, as a 
juſt puniſhment of irs fins, God takes away the 
wiſdom of the Wile, and the underſtanding of the 
Prudent, and the reſolution of the men of cou- 
rage, that they all ſtand amazed arfd confounded, 
not knowing how to give or take advice; but they 
are full of fears, and rather apt to quarrel with one 
another than to conſult the general good. This 
was juſt the ſtate of Fyypt when God did purpoſe to 


execute his Juſtice upon it. 


(1. ) Firſt, their courage failed them, And the 


. beart of Egypt ſhall melt in the midſt of it ; and the ſþirit 


» 


of Egypt ſhall fail in the midſt thereof. In that day ſhall 
Egypt be like unto women ; and it ſhall be afraid and fear, 
becauſe of the ſhaking of the hand, of the Lord of Hoſts, 
which be ſhaketh over it. It is a very ill ign when 
men want the ſpirit and vigour they were wont to 
have; when they are dauntedart the apprehenſion 
of every danger, and rather meanly ſeek to ſave 


them- 


RN 


— —— _. i. 


'_ 


—_— I... 


befoze the Houſe of Commons. 


themſelves by baſe arts and ſordid compliances , 
than to promote the common welfare. - It is folly 
and ſtupidity not to apprehend danger when there 
is caule for it, and to rake the beſt care to prevent 
it; buticis a faral ſymprom upon a Nation when 
their hearts fail them for F202 that they dare not do 
the duty which they owe to God, to their King, and 
to their Countrey. God forbid that any ſhould ex- 
ceedthe bounds of their duty to prevent their fears, 
but when men want reſolution to do that,they are 
in a loſt condition. | 

(2.) Their (ounſels were divided and infatuated : 
And I will ſet the Egyptians againſt the Egyptians. The 
Princes of Zoan are Fools, the Counſel of the Wiſe (oun- 
ſellors of Pharaoh is become bruitiſh ; they have alſo ſedu- 
ced Egypt, even they that are the ſtay of the Tribes thereof. 
The Lord bath mingled perverſe ſþirit in the midſt thereof , 
and they have cauſed Fgypt to err m every work thereof , as a 
reeling man ſtag gereth in his Vomit, i.e. they know not 
what to fix upon, all their Connlels being lo un- 
certain, and the beſt taking no effect. 'Bur after all 
their conſultations, they advance not one ſtep for- 
ward, bur fall back juſt coche ſame caſe they were 
in before, every one blaming another for want of 


ſacceſs in their deſigns. This is the deplorable 


- ſtate of a People when ruine and delolation is near 


them. 
But on the other fide, when G:d raiſes up a Nation 
to be a Scourge to other Nations, he inſpires them 
D 2 with 
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with a new ſpirit and courage, unites their coun- 
ſels, removes their difhiculties or carries them eaſ- 
ly through them, and by a concurrence of ſome 
happy circumſtances gives them (trange. ſucceſs 
beyond all their hopes and expectations. Look 
over all the mighty Revolutions which have hap- 
ned inthe Kinzdoms and Empires of the World , and 


, the more ye learch and conſider and compare 


things together, the greater truth you will ind in 
this obſervation. When God defigned to puniſh 
the Eaſtern Nations for their tranſgreſſions, then the 


Babylonian Monarchy roſe ſo faſtand ipread fo far, 


that nothing was able to ſtand before it. The 
combinations of the Kings of Judah, and Edom,and 
Moab, and Tyre, and Sidon, and Fgypt were but like 
the Withes which the Philiſtins bound Sampſon with , 
which be brake in ſunder as a thred of Tow is broken when 


. it toucheth the fire. Judah drinks firſt of the Cup, and 


ſhe trembles and falls, and is carrid into "_ 
vity ; then follows, as God had foretold by his Pro- 


* pbets, the defolations of Syre, of Egypt, of Put and 
. Lud, i. e. of Libyaand Athwpia , and ar lalt the Cup 


paſles round, and Ninivebs rurn comes to drink 
deep of this Cup of Fury, and ſhe was laid waſte 
for returning to her ſins after Repentance. 

And when the.ſins of Babylon called for. venge- 


© ance, God raiſed up Cyrus, and called him by his 


1.45.2, Name, long before he was born, and brought the 
:. fierce Nations of the Eaſt toſubmir themſelves-to 


him : 


\\ 


gm_—  , " 


\\ 
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him: and when Bzbzlon was tfolt ſecure, full of 


Wine andJollity at an anniverlary feaſt,he led(yrus 
into the City by a way they dreamed not of, and all 
the plagues which the Prephets had forerold , came 
upon that people when they leaſt expected them. It 
was not the Conrage and Spirit of Alexander with his 
Macedonian Army could have made {ſuch ſudden and 
eaſie conqueſts of the Eaſt ; it God by his 'Provi- 
dence had nor ſtrangely made way for his ſucceſs 
by infatuating the Counſels of Darius, (o as to give 
him thoſe advantages againſt himſelf he could ne- 
ver have hoped for. There is no ſuch mighty diffe- 
rence in the wits and eontrivances of men, no ſuch 
great advantages in military power and conduct; 
no ſuch wonderful diſproportion inthe courage,or 
wiſdom,or educations of men ; bit when God hath 
pleaſed to let loole the moſt rude, and barbarous, 
and unexperienced Nations in matters of War, up- 
on the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms, the molt diſct- 
plin'd Armies, the molt fortified Cities, they have 
in fpice of all oppoſition over-run, overcome, 
and overthrown them. Who could have thought 
that the cowardly Goths (as they were then &ſteem- 
cd) the barbarous/andals,and the deſpicable Hun, 
could have made ſuch havock and devaſtations in 
the Roman Empire, that in fifty years time, more 
of it, was loſt and deſtroyed by their means, than 
had been gained in a thouſand? It would. make 


ones heart bleed to read the miſeries, yuhich all 
the 
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the parts of the Roman Empire ſuffered, where theſe 
Barbarians prevailed ; and yet they were delpiled 
and reproached by the Grave and Wiſe Romans ar 
the [ame time when they were Conqueied and 
deſtroyed by them, as Salvian who lived then, ar 
large relates. Bur the beſt and wileſt men could 
not but lee an extraordinary hand of God going 
along with them; and one of their greateſt Ge- 
nerals found himſelf carried on by ſuch a mighty 
impulſe, and met with ſuch an unaccountable 
ſucceſs in all his undertakings, that hecalled him- 
ſelf Flagellum Dei, The Scourge in Gods band to' cha- 
ſtile the wickedneſs and follifs of men that called 
themlelves Chriſtians, and did not live like ſuch. 
Machiavel himſelf takes notice of ſo ſtrange a dif- 
ference in the Conduct and ſucceſs of the Romans 
at different times, that he ſaith, they could hardly be 
imagined to be the ſame People;and after all his atremprs 
to find out other caules, he at laſt is forced to 
conclude that there is a ſuperionr cauſe to the Coun- 
fels of men which governs the affairs of mankind, 
which þe calls Fate, and we much better, the Pro- 
wTidence of Gad. Some learned Phyſitians are of opi- 
nion that when diſeaſes are not curable by com- 
mon remedies, there isin them = £5» , ſomething 
divine, and therefore in fuch caſes Divine Remedies 
are the moſt proper and effeftual : thus in the 
alterations of States and Kingdoms, there is often a 
3 67.7, amore than ordinary hand of God, in which 

cales 
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caſes the- beſt means we can ule to prevent dan- 

ger is by Faſting and Prayer, by true repentance and 

ipcedy Reformation of our evil wayes. 

| ( 4.) Becauſe the Scripture ſtill leaves hopes 

of Mercy to a People where they have a heart to 

| repent. 1 donot find by any declaration of Gods 
Will in Scripture , that he hath made-any ſuch 

; peremptory decree concerning the ruine of a Na- 

tion, but upon their reperrance there is a way left 

to eſcape it; but rather the contrary in thoſe 

| words of Teremiah, At what mſtant 1 ſhal! [peak cons Jer. 18. 

cerning a Nation, and concerning a Ky:gdom, to pluck up * 

and to pull down and to deſtroy it : If that Nati againſt 

whom I have pronounced, turn f rom their evil, 1 will re- 

pent of the evil which I thought to do unto them. And 

therefore all threatnings of that kind are conditi- 

onal as this in the Text is, 'But if ye ſhall ſtill 9 


| wickedly : which implies that if ghey did ceaſe to 


do ſo, they might be.preſerved , both they and 
their King. And where repentance hath inter- 
vened between the threatning and execution of 
judgement, God hath ſhewed wonderful kindneſs 
either in ſtopping, removing, or deferring the [e- 
verity of judgements. 
1. In ſtopping his hand whea it hath been Lifted up, 
and juſt ready to ſtrike. We can deſire no clearer 
inſtance in that caſe than that of Nimiveh, a vaſt Jonah 
City ( or rather a Countrey incloled in Walls ) 3-5 
Fall of all the delights of Afia, and cf the fins 
F \ ' which 


. » i= 
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which uſually atcend them ; to this City God 
lends a Prophet to let them know hew near 
they were to deſtruction , that they bad but forty 
dayes time to turn themſelves in. This was a 
ſtrange and unexpected alarm to them, given by 
a ſtrange Propher after a peremptory manner to 
a people unacquainted with ſuch meflages. How 
many objections wouldthe Infidels and Scepricks 
of our Age have made againſt ſuch a Meſſage as 
this 2 They would rather have'concluded the Pro- 

het Mad, than have been per{waded to repent 

y him. Yet ſogreat was the apprehenhion they 
had of the juſt deſert of their fins , that the People 
of Nineveh believed God and proclaimed a Faſt , and pm 
on Sackcloth, from the greateſt of them even to the _y : 
and they cryed mightily to God, and turned from their 


* evilwayes : And what then? Would God diſparage 


the reputation of his oo” and alter the ſen- 
tence he had ſent him ſo far to denounce againſt 
them? What hopes had he given them of mercy 
if they repented ? it appears they had nothing 
bur general preſumptions, Whocan tell, if God will 
turn and repent , and turn away from his fierce anger that 
'we periſh not ? Yet fincere repentance being per- 


. formed upon no greater aſſurance than this, pre- 
fyailed ſo with «God, that be repented of the evil that be 


faid he would do wnto them, and hedid it not. O the 
depth of the riches boch of the Wiſdom and Goods 
neſs of God ! His Wiſdom in leading them to re- 


pentance; 
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pentance ; his Goodneſs in forbearing to puniſh 
after ſo great provocations, What encouragemear 
doth God hereby give to others to repent, when 
| Niniveh was reſcued from the very brink of de- 
ſirucion by it ? 

2. In removing his band when it hath ſtruck, 
When Dawvid's vanity tranſported him fo far, thar 
without any neceſlity he would know the Number 
of his People; his heart did miſgive him as ſoon as 
he had done it, and he confeſſed he had ſinned greatly.: Sim. 24 
in it; notwithſtanding this God ſends a plague a- '* 
mong the People, which touched David to the 
quick, as a tender Father is moſt ſenſibly puniſhed 
in the loſs of his Children ; and then he cryed, Lo I 
have ſinned,and I have done wickgdly;but theſe Sheep 
what have they done ® And when the Angel had 
ftretch:d out his hand upon Feruſalem to deſtroy it, 
the Lord repented bim of the evil, and ſaid to the 
Angel it is enough, ſtay now thy hand, Behold there. 
fire the goodneſs and ſeverity of God ; on them 
which fell ſeverity ;but towards Jeruſalem goodneſs. 
His ſeveri#y was intended to make people avoid a 
vain confidence in their own ſtrength and aumbers; 
his goodneſs to let them ſee how ready he is to 
draw back his hand when men truly repeor. 

3- In putting by the ſtroke for the preſent, or de- 
ferring the executon of his wrath- No King of Iſrael, g;og, 6. 
provoked God more than Ahab;for it is ſaid of him, 30. 
that be did evil-in the fight of the Lord above all 

E that 


V, 1, 


25 A Jal-Sermon preached Nov. -13- 

that were before him;and that he ſold himſeIf to work, 
wickedneſs mthe ſight of the Lord. Atlaſtthe Prophet. 
"tf Elijahmeets himin Naboths Vineyard which he had 
juſt taken poſſeſſion of by fraud and violence ; 

when Ahab ſaw ſuch an unwelcome Gueſt in that 

. place, his guilt made him ready to ftart back, and 

T to ſay, Haſt thou found me,0 mine enemy ? Fhe Pro. 
pher having this fair opportunity followed the 

blow he had given him fo home; that Ahab was 

not able to ſtand bctore him : for it is ſaid, that 

when Abab heard the terrible judgements God de- 

v.43. nounced againſt him for his ſins, be rent his clothes, 
and put ſackcloth upon his fleſh and faſted, and in good 

earneſt humbled himſelf. before God;For ſo God him- 


good after this;but he now heartily repented tor the 
time;and for the time of repentance God inlarged 
his time of forbearance. Becauſe be humbled bimſelf 
before me, will not bring the evil in his days. Even a 
ſhort repentance, when ſincere, gains time, by el 
reprieve trom-puniſhment. When the i ns of ; a Na. 
tion are grown to a preat height, and become ripe 
for vengeance, the beſt Princes can obtain no more 
than nor {ceing the ewul in their own days, as in the 
cale of foſtab who was an excellent Prince, and a 
true lover ar God and- his Law, yet the peopl: con- 
tinued (o hardned in their fins though under fome 
ſhew of Reformation; that-the Propheteſs told him, 
2 Kings - Behold Imill bring evi! —_ this place, and upon the 
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ſelf owns that he did.l dg not ſay that he continued }_ 
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} 
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Inhabitants thereof &c.But becauſe his heart was ten- ,, 


der,and be humbled himſelf before the Lord,he obtain 
ed that Favour, that his eyes ſhould not ſee the evil 
which he would bring upon them. If the People had 
been as good as Foſrah was,there is no queſtion, bur 
eventhen God would have repented of the evil;bur 
where there was ſuch an obſtinate impenitency,that 
neither Gods Laws, nor the Prophers rthreatnings, 
nor the Princes example could prevail upon them; 
all that his humiliation con[d*obtain, was only a 
utting it off for his own time ; and we have rea- 
{on to think that their ſms did haſten their end too; 
as ſometimes the fins of a people make the beſt of 
Princes to be taken away trom them : and when 
the ten Tribes were carried captive, their Ki 


Hoſhea 1s ſaid,” not to have done evil as the Kings of > King, 17.2. 


Iſrael that were before him. And to Fudah after Fo- 


fras his death, God punQually made good this 


threatning inthe Text, Bnt if ye ſhall till do wick: 
edly, ye ſhall be eonſumed both ye aud your King. 
If. The ſecond particular is, That according 
to the uſual method of Prowidencethe ſtate or con- 
dition of a People is better or worſe according to 
the general nature of their Actions. 1t they be 
ood and vertaous, caretul to pleafe God, juſt, ſo- 
ber, chaſt, mercifal, diligent obſervers of Gads 
Lawypand their own, and dealing with other Na- 
tiongaceording tothe Laws of Nations, they will 
live in'a much more flouriſhing and happy condi- 
= 7 tions 
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tion; than a Nation can. do where. Atheiſm, Proz 
faneneſs, and all ſorts of Wickedneſs abound : 
which I ſhall prove two ways, 


(1. ) Abſolutely, irom the tendency of Religion: 


and Vertue to promote the Honour, the Peace, 


the Courage and fſatety of a People. 

(2.) Compartively, that Nations are more or- 
leſs happy according to their. vertues and. vices, 

(1.) Abſolutely, and that will appear,(1.)From- 
the tendency of true Goodnels and Piety: to pro= 
mote a Nations Honoxy and Intereſt abroad. And no 
man-is ignorant how much RKepstation brings of 
real advantage to a Nation; and that a People: 
deſpiſed are next to a People enſlayed ; and that 
it is.impoſſible to hold up.honour and cſteem in- 
the world, where the reputation of..Vertue is loſt. 

(2.) From its tendency to maintain peace and; 
tranquillity at home; preventing private quarrels, 
by zuſtice, and honeſty, and temperance, and chas. 
ſtity ; ayd publick diſturbances, by avoiding.idle-. 
neſs, and debauchery, and. bad principles,: which 


are the great nurſeries of Rebellion; and.teach-: 


ing men quietnels, patience, due government cf, 
themſelves, and obedience, net. only far avrath,, but, 
alfa for- Conſcience. ſakg: . -Whereas- looſe: princi- 
ples, and bad. pradtices, and extravagant deſires, 


F 


naturally diſpgle men to endeayour Fagond 


alterations,_.in hopes of. bettering .themi, 


\ 4 


} 


them ; and... the. prevalency..of.. Vice doth;. uns .. 
| | hinge-: 


-— 
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hinge, Government and weaken the ſtrength and 
ſinews of it. . 

(3-) From the keeping ap' the ſpirits, and ſe- 
= _ curing the ſatety of men, A good Conſcience 
makes a man dare to-do his duty ; but the ſinners j 
in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs-hath ſurpriſed the H % _ 
pocrites. Theſe were men, faith Grotizzs, who care 
ried a fair [hew for the preſent, but were inward]! 
prepared, it the King of Babylon got the better, 
to be of his Religion; whatever it was. Such men 
who are falſe to God, and really of no Religion at 
all, are full of thoughts and fears, not knowing 
what may happen ; they dare not own what they 
would-be, for fear it rain them at prefent ; and 
they dare-not appear too much for what they ſeem 
to own, for fear of what may come hereafter. [ft King. 8: 
the Lord be God, ſaith Elijah, then follow him; but if 
Baal, then-follow him : No,ſay fuch men, if they 
| durſt ſpeak their thoughts, we deſire to be excuſed 
at: prefent, we find there is a conteſt between 
them, 'and we do not yet know which will get the 
better, when we ſee that, you ſhal--know our minds: . . 
As Aſinins Polliotold Auguſtus in his Wars with An 
tony he was reſolved to be preda oitoris, he would * 
be of the Conquerors {ide. But men-that are fins 
cere-1n any Religion, 'do hate and abhor ſuch hy- 
pocriticat Diflemblers, and deſpile and ſpue thenr * 
onte-for their nauſcous:lakewarmanels ; and as men 
indeed-of.no.-Keligion or Conſcience, -but _— hay”: 

efyes-* 


FA. 


o - 


* Zo 
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ſerves ro their preſent ends. But obſerve in what 
a lofty ſtrain the Prophet ſers forth the ſecurity 
and confidence which follows integrity. He that 
walketh righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprightly, he that 
deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſrons, that ſhaketh bis 
hands from holding bribes, that ftoppeth bis ears 
from bearing of blood, and ftoppeth his eyes from ſeeing 
evil. He ſhall dwell on bigh, bis place of defence ſball 
be the munition of rocks, bread ſhall be given him,his 
waters ſhall be ſure. Theſe were very critical and 
doubtful times which the Prophet ſpeaks of, and 
many were ſecretly for complying with the King 
of Aſſyria,as believing it as impoſſible to withſtand 


- his force, as to dwell with everlaſting burnings ; the 


Prophet is fo far from granting this, that he tells 
them all their ſecurity layia being juſt and honeſt, 
and doing their duty, and then they would be as 
ſafe, as it they had conſtant proviſton among the 
moſt inaccefiible Rocks.It is obſervable concerning 
the Iſraelites, that when they went about to ſecure 
themſelves by ſubtile devices and contrivances of 


- their own, making leagues and confederacies with 


the King of Egypt and other neighbour Princes, ſo 
often they were foiled, and baffled, and overcome 
by their enemies ; but when they pur cheir truſt in 
God,and committM themſelves to his protection, he 
preſerved and delivered them from the greateſt 
dangers. I will not deny that there-was ſomethin 


peculiar 1n their cale, having the Prophets direQ1. 
Ons 3 


\\ 


be. 


\\ 


J/ 


before the Houſe of Connyo:s. 
ons: and to tri{ſt mans wiſdom againſt Gods was 
madneſs and folly in them. But ſerting that aſ1de; 
as there is no ſecurity like to Gods proteGiion, fo 
there 15 no realon ro think thar will be wanting 
ro them who do their duty fincercly and pur their 
truſt in him, 

(2. ) Comparatively ; If we do compare ſeveral 
Nations together, we ſhall find thole to flouriſh 
moſt, and to be che moſt happy where men do 
moſt fear God and work righteouſneſs ; where piety 
and vertue have the greateſt countenance and in- 
couragement; and where vice and wickednels are 
the moſt diſcouraged and punithed. 

This may ſeem a Paradox at firſt hearing to 
thoſe who conſider by what wayes of frand and 
violence, of injuſtice and cruelty, of rapine and 
oppreſſion, the great and mighty Empires of the 
world have been raifed and maintained ; and 
how little regard 1 is ſhewed to any rules of Ho- 


neſty, Juſtice, \or the Laws of Nations in thoſe © 


Kingdoms and States which reſolve to be great, 
and in {pight of other Nations to maintain their 
Greatneſs. 

Yet notwithſtanding this plauſible objection, 
the truth of my aflertion will appear, if we un- 
derſtand it as-we ought to do with theſe follow- 
mE Cautions. 

. Fhat it 1s not to be underſtood of the large- 
a of dominion, or ſuperfluiry of- riches ; 


but- 


zr 
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but of the true happineſs of living in ſociety to- 
gether ; which is by promoting the real good of 
all. To which the vaſineſs of Empire, and im- 
menlity of riches is by no means neceſlary, but a 
tuthciency both of ſirength and treaſure to defend 
it ſelf in caſe of foreign enemics, and to provide 
tor the neceflities and conveniences of- all the 
Members of it. Thoſe who have beſt confider- 
ed theſe things, ſuppoſe that ta be the moſt exact 
and perfect Idea of Government, where all things 
are 1n a certain meaſure, and have a proportion 


to cach other {o as moſt conduces to the true end 


of living ; not to riot and luxury, not to ſoftneſs 
and effeminacy, not to pride and ambition, not to 
the heaping'up.of riches without uſe afid Teſ pect 

toa general good; but ſoas a]l men may according 
to their conditions and circumſtances enjoy what 
they have, or can get, with the greateſt comfort 
to themſelves aud their friends, and do the moſt 
generous and.yertuous aflions. 

2. That this is nor to be underſtood of the pri- 
vate bencfit of any particular perſons, but of the 
general good of all forts and conditions of men. 
The Faftern Monarchies have. ſeemed to be the 
moſt happy and flouriſhing to thoſe who look.it 
a diſtance upon them, and only obſerve the Pomp 
and Grandeur of their Princes ,withour looking into, 


_ the State and Condition of the People. Ariſtotle ob. 


lerves,that theEaſtern people bad more wit (+ ſlavery 
with 
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withit, the Northern had leſs quickneſs and more li. 
berty, the Greeks lying between both had their ſhare 
in both, But the Eaffern ſlavery hath brought Bar- 
-,-- bariſminto Greece it felt ; arid the Northern Liberty 
hath ſo improved the wits, and given ſuch encou- 
ragement to the induſtry of men, that our people 
at this day enjoy more benefit by the riches of the 
Eaſt, than thoſe do among whom they grow. Can 
we call them a happy people that ſee much riches 
and enjoy none; having nothing which they can 
call their own, unleſs it be their flavery : That is 
certainly the happieſt condition of a people , 
where the Prince fits upon the Throne of Ma jeſty- 
and Power , doing righteouſneſs and ſhewing 
kingnels ? and the people fit every man under bs 
Vine, and under his Fig-tree, enjoying the fruits of 
' his own labours, or his Anceſtors bounty : Where 
the People chink it their intereſt to ſupport and 
obey their Prince;and the Prince thinks ithis intereſt 
to protect and detend his people. Happy is the Peo- pg, 144-15. 
ple that is in ſuch a caſe ; but above all, happy that 
People whoſe God is the Lord. For without his Bleſ- 
fing, the beſt Government, the beſt Laws, the beſt 
Miniſters can never preſerve a Nations happineſs ; 
_ and there 1s no reaſon to expet his Bleſling, but 
in the ways of Piety and Vertue. 
3- That it is not to be underRood of ſudden and 
ſurprizing events, but of a laſting and continued 


Hate, For when God hath been highly provoked 
F to 


( » 
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to puniſh ſeveral Nations for their fins ; he may 
give unexpected ſucceſs to that Nation by whom 
he deſigns to puniſh the reſt ; and when they have 
done that work, they may then ſuffer more {mart- 
ly for their own iniquities. Of this we have a re- 
markable inſtance 1n Scripture; God deſigned to 
Jer. 25. 26, Punilh the Kingdoms of the earth for their ſins ;, to 


v. 9. Babylon, whom he thereto: e calls Þis Servant; and 
21, the firſt example of his ſeverity was his own People ; 
| when this was done, then follow the defolations 
of Egypt, of Phenicia, Arabia, and other Countries 
| in ſo ſtrange a manner, that ſome have called it 
Marſh.Chr. the Age of the deſtruction of Cities, But doth the 
_ 55%-King of Babylon think ro eſcape himſelf? No,faith 
0. 25” 'F the Prophet, the King of Shesbach ſhall drink after 
them; his turn would come at Jaſt, when he had 
accompliſhed the delign God ſent him upon in 
the puniſhment of others. Thus tor a time, a 
Nation may ſeem to flouriih exceedingly, and be 
victorious over others while they are as Scourges 
in Gods hand tor the puniſhment of others, and 
when that work is over may ſuffer moſt ſeverely 
for their own fins. | 
- 4+ Itis ro be underſtood of perſons under equal 
circumſtances, when we compare the condition of 
People with each other : nor the Nobles of one 
Nation with the Peaſants of another, nor the 


Princes with the People ; hut every rank and or- 
der 


this purpoſe he raiieth up Nebuchadnezar King of 


/ 


befoze the Houſe of Commons. 


der of men with thoſe of the ſame rank and con« 
dition, 

And upon thele terms, we need no other proof 
of the truth of this aſſertion, than the inſtance in 
the Text of the People of Ir. el ; which will beſt 
appear by comparing the ſtate of both Kingdoms 
atter the Body of the People was broken into the 


Kingdoms of Iſrael and Tudah, The IK ingdom of 


I frael by Jeroboams Policy, and for Reaſon of State, 
icl! off trom the Worſhip of the true God, and wor- 
ſhipped the Calves of Dan and Bethel. Bur did they 
proſper or ſucceed more than the Kingdom of Fu- 
dab £ The ten Tribes had a much Jarger territo 
yet the kingdom of Fudah was ſtrongerantd Hina 4 
cd more, and continued longer, by 135 Years, 
than the kingdom of Ifrael did ; and when they 
were carried into Captivity, the ren Tribes were 
loſt as to their name and intereſt among the Peg. 
ple of Aſſhria; but the two Tribes were reſtored af. 


'ter 70 years Captivity under thePrinces of the line 


of David. If we compare the Kings of Iſrael and 
Judah together: The Poſterity of David was kept up 
among the Kings of Fudah:but there were nine Fa- 
milies in the kingdom of Tſrael: and but one of them 


Jaſted to the fourth Generation, and that was of 


Febn, who did {omething tow ards the Reformation 
of Religion. Of the eighteen Kings of |frael, but 
eight eſcaped dying by the Sword : and it is eafie 
to judg how miſerable the ſtate of that People muſt 

F 32 
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.be, under ſo many violent changes of Govern- 
:ment. Among the Kings of Judah thoſe who 
were firmeſt to the true Religion proſpered moſt, 
and the Nation under them enjoyed the greateſt 
eace, or received the greateſt deliverances, as in 
the days of Aſa, Fehoſhaphat and Hezekiah, If we 
compare the times of the ſame Kings together, we 
ſhall find that while they adhered firmly to God 
and Religion the Nation proſpered exceedingly, as 
for a long time under the Reigns of Solomon and 
Aſa ; but when in their old Age they began to 
warpin theirReligion and todecline in their Piety, 
nothing but trouble and confuſion followed. $o 
2Chro. 16, true- did they find the ſaying of Hanani to Aſa, 
_— The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to ſhew himſelf” ſtrong in the behalf of 
them whoſe heart is perfe towards him, But be- 
cauſe he ſaid, he had done fooliſhly in not relying on 
the Lord, but on the King of Syria, therefore, ſaith 
vv 10, he, frombenceforth thou ſhalt have wars, And from 
that-rime his- Government was uneaſte both to 
himſelt and his People; when he had impriſoned 

the Prophet for reproving him. 

HI. That there are ſome circumftances in the 
ſms of a Nation, which do very much portend 
and haſten its Ruin. As, 

1; When they are committed afted more than 
ordinary mercies received; ſuch as in reaſon ought 
to keep men moſt from the-commiſſion. of them ; 

as 


\\ 
4k 


\\ 


FLY 
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as greater knowledpe of the W:ll of God than other 
People enjoy; more frequent warningsof their dan- 

er than others have had ; many and great deliver- 
ances which God hath vouchſated : when-none of 
theſe things, nor all of them together do move a 
People w repent, they ſhew an obſtinate and in- 
corrigible temper, and therefore God may {ooner 
proceed to puniſh them. God did not forbear to 
puniſh other Nations tor their tranſgretſions, but he 
began with his own People. For /o I begin to bring Jer. 25. 26. 
evil on the City which is called by my name, anda 
ſhould ye be utterly unpuniſhed? The deſtroying An- 
gels in Ezekiel, were to begin at the SanCtuary ;Eze.g.6. 
Tudgment, ſaith St. Peter, muſt begin at the Houſe ' ** 47 
of God, He draws the line of his Juſtice parallel 
to that of his Mercy ; and when every Mercy is 
put to the account, and heightens the guilr, the 
ſum will ſoon riſe ſo high to call for execution. 
The Prophet Amos tells Damaſcus, and Gaza, 
and Tyre, and Edom, and Ammon, and Moab, that 
none of them (hall eſcape being puniſhed tor their 
tranſgreſſions ; they need not dvubt, the Rod 
would come time enough upon them. ; but yer 
God would begin with his own Children : Tow 
only have I known of all the Families of the earsh, 
therefore I will puniſh you for all your iniquities. 
Where God hath given wonderful marks of his 
kindneſs, and many deliverances time after time, 
and yet they continue. to do wickedly, there is the 
greater « 


Amos 3, 2- 


39 
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orcater reaſon to expett (harper and ſeverer pu- 
niſhments. 
2. When they are committed with more than 
ordinary contempt of God and Religion. All 
Ages are bad enough ; and every Age is apt to 
complain of ir felt, as ghe worſt of any. : ; 'becauſe 
it knows more 11] of in ſelf, than of the foregoing. 
But yet there is a nc] in the manner of lin. 
ning ; ; lomerimes the ſiream of wickedneſs hides 
its head, and runs under ground, and makes little 
noile, alchough it holds on the ſame courſe ; at 
ther times it ſeems to break forth like a mighty 
torrent as though it wou!d bear down all before it, 
as though the Hountains of the great Necp were 
broken up. and Hell were let loole, and the Priſo- 
ners there had ſhaken off their chains and come u 
upon the carth ; When Atheiſm, Profaneneſs and 
all manner of Wickednels grow impudent and 
bare-faced; when men do not only negle&Religi- 


Jer. 5.9,29: on, but reproach and contemn it. Shall I not viſit 


| 2 Chro, 36. 
16, 


for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be 


avenged on ſuch a Nation as this: © God did forbear 
his People of Judah beyond what they could have 
expected , waiting for their amendment ; but 
when they added impudence to' their obſtinacy, 
when they made ſport with the Prophets,and turn- 
ed their threatnings into ſongs of mirth and drol- 
lery, then the peremptory decree came forth, and 
there was no hopes to eſcape; But they mocked the 

meſſengers 


() 


' my Counſel, and would have none of my reproof”; I al. 


ſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 
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meſſengers of God and deſpiſed his Words, an mi. 


wſed bis Prophets, util the wrath of the Lord aroſe 
againſt bis People, till there was no remedy. There 
ſi1ll feemed to be {ome hopes left till they came to 


this temper. But when they burleſqued the Prophet 


eremiahs words, and turned the expreſſions he jer. 2;. 34, 
uſed into ridicule, crying in contempt, The burden 36. 
of the Lord, which is called perwerting the words of 
the living God : when they turned Ezekzels words E2:k. 33.31. 
into pleaſant ſongs,and made ſport with Gods Fudg. 1 canticum' 
ments, no wonder he was ſo highly provoked. For ;,wr ior... 
there can be no worle ſymptom to a people, than Vul. Lat. | 
to-laugh'at the only means to cure them ; and if 
this once grow common, it muſt needs make their 
condition deiperate. For then it comes to Gods 
turn to mock and laugh too; Becauſe I have calledy,, ., 
and ye hawve-refuſed, I have ſtretched out my band _ 
and no man regarded ; but ye have ſet at nonght all 25. 


26, 


fear cometh. Wo be unto that people whom the 
Almighty takes pleaſure in puniſhing. 

3- When there is.an univerſal degeneracy of all 
ranks and conditions of men. I do not mean ſuch 
as is common to humane nature, but from the 
particular vertues of -rheir Anceſtors, or a com. 
mon praQice of thole vices which do moſt fre- 
quently draw down the judgements of God, 
and make him. to have @ controwerſie with a 

Land, 


40 


rr. F- I, 


If: x. 5,6. 


| Hol. 4.2,3- 


Lev. 13. 12, 
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Land, By ſwearing, and lying,and killing,ond ſteal- 


ing, and committing Adultery, they break out, and 
blood teucheth blood, therefore ſhall the Land mourn. 
Ir was a ſtrange degree of corruption the People of 
Fernſalem were fallen ro betore God led them into 
Caprivity ; when the Prophet Feremiahb uſed thoſe 
exprefiions to them, Run ye to and fro in the ſtreets 


of Feruſalenr, an4 ſee now and know, and ſeek in 


the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if 


there be any that ex.cuteth judgment, that ſeeketh 
the truth, and | will pardon it, Could there eyer 
be a fairer or kinder offter than this? But as Iſaiab 
expretlecth it, the whole head was ſick, and the beart 
faint ;, from the ſole of the foot even unto the head 
there is no ſounineſs in it, but wounds, and bruiſes, 
and putrifying ſores. it {ſeems a very ſtrange paſlage 
inthe law of Leprofre, that if the Leprofie covered 
all the fleſh, the perſon was to be pronounced clean ; 
but if any raw fleſh appeared, he was unclean: which 
it is very hard to underſtand, unleſs it were that 
the power of infection was then gone. Such a tate 
the People of Jernſalem ſeemed to have been in, 
there was no room for infeQtion left, the plague 
of Leproſie had fo over-run them, that there was 
no ſound part left in the whole body. 

- Thus I have Conlidered the influence which do. 
ing wickedly hath upon the ruin of a Nation, it 
remains now that I make Application of this to 
our own cale. 


We 


\4 


*befoze the Houſe of Commons. 


We have been a People that have reccived 
wonderful Mercies and many ſignal Deliverances 
from Gods hand, He hath placed us in a rich and 
fraitful Land ; and hath furniſhed us with fo 
oreat plenty, that even that hath been thought 
our burden ; hath bleſſed us with ſuch an increaſe 
of Trade, that our Merchants far exceed thole of 
Thre both in: Riches and Number. Our Ships of 
Trade are like a Valley of Cedars when they lie 
at home; and when they are abroad, they compal; 
the carth,and make the riches of the Eft and Weſt. 
Indies to meet in*our Streets. And ſince like the 
Prince of Tyre, our ſeat is in the midſt of the Seas, 
God hath thereby ſecured us from ſuch ſudden in- 
roads and invaſions of foreign Enemies as many 
of our Neighbour Countries do groan under at this 
day : where the miſeries of War are felt before 
they are ſeen; and thoſe who thought themlelves 
at caſe and quiet, may be ſurpriſed in their Beds, 
and before they are aware of it may themſelyzs,and 
Families, and Goods, and Houſes and Country be 
all burat and confomad together. But God hath 
compalſed us about with a deep Sea and a large 
Channel,and given us ſuch a powerful Navy as may 
t home and a Terror abroad. 


be both a Deten 

As to our or ders. it we conſider a 
admirable Temper of our Government, the 
ſlice and Wiſdorffof our Laws, and che lah 


ot our Liberties, we have no reaſon to envy the 


'£ conditi- 
\ 


c . 
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condition of any people upon earth. And after 
all our inteſtine broils and confuſions which our 
fins had brought upon us, God was pleafed in a 
moſt ſarpriſing manner, without War or blood- 
ſhed, to our great ſarisfaction and the amazement 
of the world, to reſtore our Soveraign to his 
Throne, our Church and. People ro their juſt 
Rights and Liberties. - And while our Neighbour 
Nations have Jamentably ſuffered under all the 
diſmal effeQts of a laſting War, he hath enlarged 
our Trade, continued our Peace, and thereby in- 
creaſed our proſperity, after we had ſmarted under 
a dreadful Fire and a raging Peſtilence. Thus 
far all things tend ſtill to make us a happy Na- 
tion, if we did know and value our own hap- 
pinels. . 

But that which above all other things ſhould 
make us ſo, hath been the great Occaſion of our 
Trouble, and is ſtill of our Fears, and that is Reli- 
gion, And yet in this reſpect we have advantages 
above any other Nation in the Chriſtian World, ha- 
ving a Church reformed with ſo much Wiſdom and 
Moderation as to avoid the dangerous -extreams on: 
both ſides. But-even this hath- enraged our Ad. 
verſaries of the Roman Churchgkpd made them the 
more reſtleſs to deftroy it ; &d to ſtick at no 
means whichthey thought might tend to its ruine, 
O Bleſſed Feſus ! that ever thy Holy Name ſhould 
be aſſumed by Traytori and Murderers; or that the 


promoting 
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promoting thy true Religion ſhould be made the 
colour for the moſt wicked pradtiſes! 

Not that the pure and peaceable Religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt doth ſowre and imbirter the Spirits of men 
towards each other, or diſpoſe them to malice, 
hatred, revenge and cruelty ( ſome of the worſt 
paſſions of humane nature or to the accompliſh- 
ing their own engs by ſecret conſpiracies and open 
violence, by treachery and falſhood, by Murthers 
and Aſſaſſmnations,cither on the Miniſters of Fuſtice, 
or on the moſt merciful and.beſt natured of Kings. 
But Be aſtoniſhed-O ye Heawens,and tremble O Earth, + 
that haſt brought forth ſuch a Generation of Vipers 
who are - continually making their way through 
the Bowels of their Mother, and as we have rea- 
ſon to believe have deſigned to deſtroy the Father 
of their Country. 1f theſe be the kind embra- 
ces of one that pretends to be the Mother. Church, 
if this be the paternal affe&ion of the Holy Fa? 
ther at Rome, if this indeed be zeal for the Catho- 

lick Cauſe,it this be the way to reconcile us to their 
| Communion, have.we not great reaſon to be fond 

of returning into the Boſom of fuch a Church 
which may | Aa 4 us as ſoon as it gets us within 
her Arms ? But there are ſome whoſe concern- 
ment it is, to make men believe there was no ſuch 
dangerous plot intended ; I meddle not with that 
evidence which lies betore you, but there is one 


notorious circumſtance obvious to all perſons, 
G 2 and 
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| and ſufficient to convince any, which is the hor- 
rid Murther actually committed on one of HisMa. . 
Jefties Juſtices of Peace, in cold blood, with great 
contrivance and deliberation. Do men imbrue 
their hands in blood for nothing ® Why no other 
Perſon, why at ſuch a time, why in ſuch a man- 
ner? There was a Reaſon for all this ; - he had ta- 
ken the examinations;he knew too much to be {ut- 
tered to live, and they hoped by his death to 
ſtifle his evidence, and to affrighten others from - ' 
ſearching too far ; and they managed that matter 
ſo, as though they had a mind 'to convince the 
World, they had no other end in taking away his 
Itfe, but to prevent a further Diſcovery. And 
they whom his Death doth not convince, neither 
would they be convinced,though he ſhould riſe again 
rom the dead, | | 
God forbid that we ſhould charge ſuch barba-. 
Fous-cruelties, ſuch wicked conſpiracies, ſuch hor- 
rid defigns on all who live in the Communion of that 
Church, but we muſt diſtinguiſh between the ſedu.' 
ced party who are not thought fit to be truſted®. 
with ſuch things, for fear their Gonſcicnces check 
at them, and their good nature diſcloſe them ; and 
the buſie AGiveFaGtion,whoare always reſtle(s and” 
deſigning, and a@ by ſuch Maxims of Morality as 
the more fober and modeſt Heathens wonld abhor. : 
What hath - this Party of men been doing among 
ns-this laſt hundred of years & more, but plotting 


CON» 
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conſpiracies, inflaming our differences, betraying 
our liberties, heightning our diſcontents, and in 
ſhort, undegmining the Foundations both of our 
Government and Religion? And ſhall ſuch men al- 
ways triumph that they are too hard for our Laws? 
and that like the Canaanites and Febuſites to the 


Children pf Iſrael, they will ſtill be as ſcourges in onr jot.':3, 13, 


des,and thorns in our eyes?lf theſe things muſt be, 
I hope God deſigns it not to deſtroy us at laſt by 
them, but I am ſure it doth prove and try us,whe- 
ther we will hearken to the Commandments of the 
Wrd, or to the vain Traditions of Men. 
**God knows,l ſpeak not theſe things out of any 
malice or 1ll will to the Perſons of any; for,that [ 
may uſe St. Paul's words, My hearts deſire and prayer 
to God for them all is,that they might be ſaved. And 
although I cannot bear them witneſs,yet my hopes 
are ſome even of theſe may think they have a zeal 
fer God in all thjs;,but we are ſure #t 3s not according 
to knowledg. Such a blind zeal as the few had, 
who when they killed the Apoſtles, thought they did 
God good ſervice, But it 1s {o furious, ſo inhumane,fo 
unchriſtan a zeal, that it is charity to them,as well 
as neceflary care of our own ſafety, to keep them 
trom a capacity of doing themſelves and others - 
miſchief. - X 
But before I conclude, the Text ſuggeſts to us 
three things, very pertinent to the duty of this Day; 
which I ſhall briefly recommend to your 'conlide- 


ration. 1. Mat-:- 
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1, Matter of humiliation, for our ſins, as they 
have an influence upon the Nations ſuffering. 

2. Matter of Adwvice, only fear the Lord,and ſerve 
him in truth, and with all your heart.” 

. Matter of encouragement, For,conſider,what great 
things he hath done for you. | 

r. Matter of Humiliation for our fins. Which 
have been many and great, and aggravated by all 
theMercies and Deliverances whichGod hath vouch- 
ſafed to us; and therefore he may be juſtly pro- 
voked ro puniſh us proportionably to the mea- 
ſures of our ingratitude and diſobedience. Let 
lay our hands: upon our hearts this day, and 
riouſly conſider what requital we have. made to the 
L:rd for all the benefits he hath beſtowed upon us? For 
the Light of his Truth, the Purity of his Worſhip, 
the Power of his Grace, : the frequency of his Sa- 
craments, the influences of his Spirit, and the con- 
tinuance hitherto of our eſtabliſhed Religion, in 
ſpite of all oppoſition whatſoever. But have we 
not been guilty of too much lighting that Truth, 
negleAing chat Worſhip, reſiſting that Grace,con- 
temning thoſe.Sacraments, quenching that Spi- 
rit ; and of too great coldneſs and indifferency 
about matters of Religion? I do not fear that 
ever the Church of Rome ſhould preyail'among us 
by flrength of Reaſon, or force of Argument, 
with all its ſpecidus colours and pretences, unleſs 
it be among thoſe who underſtand neither one, 

| nor 


\_ 
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nor the other. Religion ; but if men be looſe in 
their principles, and unconcerned about Religion 
in general, there will: not be courage and con- 
fancy enough to keep it out. I do much more 
fear Popery coming in at the back-door of Atheiſm 
and Prophaneneſs ,- than under all its falſe and de- 


ceittul pretences of Vniverſality and Infallibility, 


And this thoſe have been aware of, who have been 
ſo induſtriouſly ſowing among us the ſeeds of Irre- 


' ligion ; knowing, that if men be unconcerned as 


to all Religion, they will never have the courage 
to oppole any ; but will be ſure to cloſe with the 
prevailing fide. Next to this, I know no greater 
advantage that they take againſFus, than from the 
unnatural heats and unchriſtian diviſions which 
have been among us. If.men were wiſe the 

would conſider, at leaſt in this our day, the things 


which do belong to our Peace. How can men anſwer 


it at the great day, if in ſuch a critical. time as this 
is, they and upon little niceties and pun&ti- 
lio's of Honour rather than Conſcience, or. upon 
keeping up the intereſts of their ſeyeral Parties,and 
do not thoſe things which themſelves think they 


| lawfully may do towardy an Vnion with us? I pray 


God, the continuance of theſe breaches may not 
lodk like an argument of Divine 1nfatuation upon 
us. But what can we ſay to that looſeneſs and - 
debauchery of manners, to that riot and Jux- 


ury, to that wantonneſs and prophanenefs, to that 
faſhion. 
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faſhion: of cuſtomary ſwearing, and Atheiſtick, 
Drollery, which have been ſo much and ſo juſtly 
complained of among us ? I hope there are man 
thouſands at this day, in England, whoſe ſouls abhor 
the abominations that are committed, and who mourn 
ip ſecret for them, and therefore our caſe may not be 
{o deſperate as hat of Ternſalem was. May we al 
this day fo heartily repent of all thefe foſlies and 
impieties, that the Cauſe of our Fears which our 
ſins give us being removed, we may hearken 

(2.) To the matter of Advice here ven, Only 
t6 fear the Lord and to ſerve him in Trath, and with 
all our heart. 

As though Samuel had ſaid, Your hearts ſtand 
trembling ſti]] ar the fear of Gods judgments, when 
he doth but lift up bis woice in theThunder,and ſhew 
his Power in the Ram; I will tell you, how your 


hearts may be at eaſe and quiet from the fear of evil: 


Be faithful ro God, maintain and practiſe the true 
Religion, {1 incerely, diligently, conſtantly, univer 
fally, and never doubt his proteQtion of you, let 
your enemies be never ſo many, or your dangers 


never 1o great. Nothing expoles men more to 


the Wrath and Vengeance of God, nor provokes 


him more to leave a People to their own coun-! 


ſels, than falſe-heartedne(s in Religion and Ay- 
pocrilie do, For the Hypocrite thinks to puta 


trick upon God Almighty ; ; and while he ſeems to + 


carry 1t fair towards him, he is dealing underhand 


for 
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rubbaal and Bedan , and Fepthah, and Samuel, and 
detygred you out of the hand of your enemies on every 
% H 
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for his own ſecurity another way :- And!God is 
then concerned in honour to let{rhe world (ce he 
will not be mocked; for he knows how to take the 
crafty in their own devices , and very often brings to 
nought the molt politick fetches of felf-detign- 
ing men. For when men ſeek themlelves and nor 
the honour of God or Religion, bur are ready to 
betray what ought to be dearer chan their lives , 
for ſome mean and private intereſts of their own, 
they- are oft-times lo far from compaſſing their 
ends, that they become the Scorn and Reproach 
of men. Burtif men preſerve their integrity, and 
hold faſt to the thing that is right, they preſerve 
their honour, even among their enemies, and ej- 
ther eſcape troubles, or have the comfort of a 


good Conſcience under them, and however things . 


happen to them for a while , they are ſure to have 
peace at: the laſt. 

3- Laſtly, Here is matter of incouragement. For 
conſider what yreat things be hath done for you. When 
Jacob was ſent into Egypt, and your Fathers cryed unto 
the Lord , then the Lord ſent Moſes and Aaron which 


1 be or Fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell in | 
oh 


bis place. When their fins had brought them in- 
to great diſtreſſes afrerwards, and they cryed unto the 
Lord and confeſſed their ſins, then the Lord raiſed up 
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ſede, and you dwelted ſafe. Now conſider, the fame 
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God who did tholc things, can do as great for you 
ſtill; for his Fower, and Wiſdom, and Goodnefs. 
are the ſame, and therefore you haye the greateſt 
reaſon to put your truſt in him at all times, 
ſince he never forfakes them that ſeek Him: 

Bleſſed be God that we have this day a farther ar- 
gument for us to fear and ſerve him intruth, and with alt 
our beart, by conſid-ring what great things he hath done for 
15. Many deliverances hath he wrought for us time 
after time, for which we ought ſtill ro be thank- 
ful, ſince we yet enjoy the benekit of them. Bur 
che memory of former deliverances was almoſt 
worn out with many, and ſome began to queſtion 
whether ſuch holy and innocent men gs the F:- 
thers of the Society could þe .guiky of ſuch herrid 
conſpiracies; ſome were {o perſwaded of their Loy- 
alty, that the Vipers ſcemed to have changed their 
natures and to have loſt their teeth and ro bea very 
ſoft and innocent kind of Creatures. Infommch, | 
that they were hardly brought to believe there L 
could be a plot among them, eſpecially of ſc © 
horrid -a nature as this appears more and more to "m_- 
have been, when fuch a viperous brood were ſuf- 
ferednor only to lye quiet inthe Shade,butto ſport 
themſelves in the Sun, and ro enjoythe freedom of 
their own retreats. - But God doth bring to light = £ 
the hidden things of darkneſs by fach way as "ih 
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fhew his Providence, more than our prudence and 
forchghr , that while we have the comfort, he 
alone may have the glory of our deliverance. , 
But yet- methinks we flag as 1t were upon the 
brink of a mighty. Precipice, which is fo full of 
horror, that we tremble to look down from it; 
we are at preſent heldnp by a ſtrong hand, bur as 
by one fingte thread, and can we then chink our 
ſelves fecure from (o great a danger ? 

Bleſſed be God for that Unanimity, that Zeal, 
that Courage, that Conſtancy Yon have hitherto 
ſhewed in the maintenance of our ( burch and Re» 
ligion ;_ but there is fo much yer to be done for a 

-—Firm Eſtabliſhment of it to all Generations { which. 
now by his Majeſties Gracious Favour is put into 
Your hands} as calls forattour Prayers, and your 
particular Care, leſt if this opportunity be ler (lip, 
Younever have ſuch another. 

This ſccms to, be an Honour reſerved for this 
Parkament, authe Lrown\fad Gbry off all your en- 
deavours for rhe Publick Good. -Go-onthen, ro 
| raiſe upthiy Monument to your Eternal Fame, Thi 

| = —wittncedaly make you ! loved and eſteemed by 

the preſent Age, but chis will endear your Memcries 
ro Poſterity,and make Ages to come rije up and call this 


a Happy deſfion. — 
ut leſt our ſins ſhould yer hinder us from fo 
a BleſSmg, We have great rcalgn ro humble 

*y H 2 our 
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£..-—-- ourſelyes before God this day, to bewail thoſe 
2 fins which may yet, provoke him to puniſh us, 
| and by Faſting and-Prayerto implore his Mezcy ; 
thathe would go on to preſerve his Majefties Per- 
ſon-from all violent acrempts , our Church and 
Religion from all the deſigns of-its.cnemies , and 


deliver us all from Unreaſonable and Wicked Men. 


